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European historiography has recently been preoccupied with the research 
into old universities and literacy in the old communities. The University is 
approached from the perspective of culture, society, economy and politics. 
The research method applied is prosopography, which enables us to build 
a representation of the social groups and structures out of a substantial 
number of biographical micro-data. The prosopograhical electronic database 
has become an essential tool for the historians. The research agenda has been 
extended to such topics as the recruitment and the number of professors and 
students, academic, secular, church and professional careers of the people 
with higher degree, their public activities, works, roles they perform and 
their importance. The inclusion of non-academic sources, or more specifically 
church, state, town, country or private sources, in the research into the 
educational background has constituted a considerable challenge. And it is 
especially the region of Central Europe that requires extensive research. Not 
only has this specific region, peripheral to the development centre in Western 
Europe, had to overcome development differences, but it has also had to 
create a number of distinct development initiatives with its own artistic and 
cultural oeuvre.

Therefore, with reference to this extensive research agenda we would 
like to present the following collection (volume) of studies entitled University 
Education  of  the  Social  and  Professional  Groups  in  Central  Europe  in  the 
15th–18th Centuries [Wykształcenie uniwersyteckie grup społecznych i zawodowych 
w Europie Środkowej w XV–XVIII wieku]. It is the outcome of the international 
cooperation of scholars from Poland, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary and 
Switzerland, who discussed in their research a role of university education 
for various social and professional groups in the late Middle Ages and in the 
Modern Era. The first part of the volume includes studies concerning the state 
of research, primarily prosopographical, into the history of old universities 
in Central Europe. The aforementioned section offers a broader perspective 
into the new studies on the academic circles and their relations with Central- 
-European communities. The second part of the volume comprises studies 
focusing on the careers and roles of the people educated in the old countries 
of Central Europe. A few of the scholars present their research results based 
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on the university and non-university sources into the selected social circles 
and professional groups, for instance into the patriciate, clergy, students and 
professors, collegiate and the personnel of the church authorities. The third part 
contains two prosopographical electronic university databases: Repertorium 
Academicum Germanicum (RAG) and Corpus academicum Cracoviense (CAC), 
used as the tools for the extensive research into the academic circles and their 
relations to the communities of Central Europe in the Late Middle Ages and 
in the Early Modern Era. We cherish a hope that the following collection of 
studies will promote international cooperation and stimulate further research 
into the history and importance of the universities.
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